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Overview of Records 
  

Creator: Created by the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service, an agency of 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture for Salt Lake County Planning and 

Development Services 

  

Title: Aerial Photographs 

  

Dates: 1946, 1952, 1958, 1964; 1979 (see description below)  

  

Series Number: PD-001 

  

Quantity: 1300 Images (549 photographs in wooden map case, 751 images on microfiche) 

  

Arrangement: Numerical 

  

Abstract: Aerial photographs covering land in most of Salt Lake County. 

  

  

Administrative Information 
  

Access Restrictions: None 

  

Use Restrictions: None 

  

Preferred Citation: Date, Aerial Photograph, Federal ID number; Aerial Photographs, 1946-1979; 

Salt Lake County Planning and Development Services; Salt Lake County 

Records Management & Archives, West Valley City, Utah. 

  

Provenance: Acquired from Salt Lake County Planning and Development Services in 1997 

and 2011. 

  

Related Resources: For all years: USDA, Farm Services, Aerial Photography Field Office 

 2222 West 2300 South 

 (801) 844-2922 

  

 1937-1987: National Resources Conservation District 

  (801) 524-4253 
1937 primarily west side of valley, 1963 most complete, between 1937-1963 spotty depending on 

project 

  

 1969-1985: Salt Lake County Flood Control/Highway Engineering 

  2001 S. State Street, N3100 

  

 1990-current: Salt Lake County Surveyor 

  2001, S. State Street, N1500 
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History Note 
 

Farmers who participated in farm programs when they began in 1933 needed to have an accurate 

measurement made of their farms.  However, precise measurement could only be made by surveyor’s 

chains being carried around the fields and maps then drawn by hand.  A quicker, cheaper way had to 

be found since there were millions of acres to measure and map across the country.  In 1935 the 

USDA began to use rectified-to-scale aerial photos to more efficiently measure acreage.   

 

Vertical photography is used for rectified photographs.  Actual overflying and photographing of land 

is done by private companies on a contractual basis.  The camera is mounted so that it points straight 

down from the aircraft.  Since the aircraft is constantly affected by wind currents, changing ground 

elevation, and the motion of the aircraft during flight, the camera is often at an angle off the true 

vertical. The resulting photo is tilted.  This distortion must be compensated for in order to obtain 

rectified (accurate/true-to-scale) photographs.  Correction is accomplished by a system of analytical 

aero triangulation which measures known points on a photo and mathematically computes scale and 

tilt data necessary for scale-accurate photos.  This data is then used when making scaled enlargement 

on specialized rectifying enlargers and maintains an accuracy greater than 99% for most cropland.  

The final rectified aerial photograph is, in effect, a photographic map accurately representing ground 

features. 

 

Today, aerial photographs cover all the nation’s major cropland areas and when properly delineated 

and annotated, serve as the basic record of owner operator units and land use utilization.  Aerial 

photographs are valuable in many other ways besides crop measurement.  They provide information 

in: conservation practices; urban development and planning; tax assessment; pollution studies; 

drainage programs; boundary determination; road location and highway development; pipeline and 

power line construction; watershed and reservoir planning; and the historical record of property 

changes. 

 

Source:  “How Aerial Photos Can Help You” brochure, U.S. Department of Agriculture, ASCS 

Aerial Photography Field Office, November 1992. 

 

 

Scope and Content Note 
 

The 1946 aerial photographs are black and white original prints measuring 30” x 30” with a scale of 

one inch = 600 feet.  They identify public streets, interstates, buildings, mountain ranges, and 

wetlands with the most detail.  There are two indexes for the 1946 set.  One is by location/general 

street range and the other is by federal index.   

 

The federal indexes are labeled 1 through 3 and fit together to form one large photograph of the 

county.  Locate the desired grid on the appropriate index and note its federal ID number.  Using the 

index in this binder, locate the federal ID number and note the corresponding drawer number for the 

map case.  The photographs are located in the map case.  The index in the binder is arranged by 

federal index number first then by federal ID number and gives the general geographical location 

contained in each image. 
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The 1952, 1958, and 1964 aerial photographs are on microfiche.  There is a large grid map index for 

each year.  Locate the desired grid on the index map then find the relevant year in the microfiche 

sections.  Locate the correct grid number on the microfiche.  Missing aerial photographs are noted. 

The 1979 aerial photographs are original prints, but are not easily accessible due to lack of original 

order or index.  (Contact the Surveyor’s office for these records).  Some may have pencil and ink 

drawings on them that were used to plan future projects.   

 

There are several missing photographs.  The Archives does not have a complete set of aerial 

photographs for any of the above years.   
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Missing Aerial Photographs 

1952 
 

5 

6 

7 

32 

33 

34 

37 

47 

48 

49 

50 

72 

73 

74 

85 

86 

113 

114 

119 

120 

146 

147 

196 

197 

210 

211 
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Missing Aerial Photographs 

1958 
 

82 252 293 

111 253 294 

112 254 295 

139 255 296 

140 256 297 

216 257 298 

217 258 299 

218 259 300 

219 260 301 

220 261 302 

221 262 303 

222 263 304 

223 264 305 

224 265 306 

225 266 307 

226 267 308 

227 268 309 

228 269 310 

229 270 311 

230 271 312 

231 272 313 

232 273 314 

233 274 315 

234 275 359 

235 276 379 

236 277 380 

237 278 450 

238 279  

239 280  

240 281  

241 282  

242 283  

243 284  

244 285  

245 286  

246 287  

247 288  

248 289  

249 290  

250 291  

251 292  
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Missing Aerial Photographs 

1964 
 

17 

18 

19 

24 

25 

26 

27 

31 

32 

33 

34 

36 

39 

40 

41 

42 

47 

48 

49 

50 

55 

56 

57 

58 

63 

64 

65 

72 

73 

74 

110 

125 

133 

134 

137 

150 

157 

160 
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Aerial Photographs - 1952  

   
Fiche # Photograph #s  

   

1 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9   (missing 5, 6, 7)  

   

2 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15  

   

3 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21  

   

4 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27  

   

5 28, 29, 30, 31, 35, 36   (missing 32, 33, 34, 37)  

   

6 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43  

   

7 44, 45, 46, 51, 52, 53    (missing 47, 48, 49, 50)  

   

8 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59  

   

9 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65  

   

10 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71   (missing 72, 73, 74)  

   

11 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80  

   

12 81, 82, 83, 84, 87, 88   (missing 85, 86)  

   

13 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94  

   

14 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100  

   

15 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106  

   

16 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112  

   

17 115, 116, 117, 117a    (missing 113, 114)  

   

18 118, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125    (missing 119, 120)  

   

19 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131  

   

20 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137  

   

21 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143  
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Aerial Photographs - 1952  

   
Fiche # Photograph #s  

  

22 144, 145, 148, 149, 150, 150a    (missing 146, 147)  

   

23 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156  

   

24 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162  

   

25 162a, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167  

   

26 168, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173  

   

27 174, 175, 176, 176a, 177, 178  

   

28 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184  

   

29 185, 185a, 186, 186a, 187, 188  

   

30 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194  

   

31 195, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202    (missing 196, 197)  

   

32 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208  

   

33 209, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216    (missing 210, 211)  
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Aerial Photographs - 1958  

   
Fiche # Photograph #s  

  

1 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6  

   

2 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 

  

3 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

  

4 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 

  

5 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 

  

6 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 

  

7 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42 

  

8 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 

  

9 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54 

  

10 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60 

  

11 61, 62. 63, 64, 65, 66 

  

12 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72 

  

13 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78 

  

14 79, 80, 81, 83, 84, 85   (missing 82) 

  

15 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91 

  

16 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97 

  

17 98, 99, 100, 101 

  

18 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107 

  

19 108, 109, 110, 113, 114, 115    (missing 111, 112) 

  

20 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121 

  

21 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127 

  

22 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133 
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Aerial Photographs - 1958 

  
Fiche # Photograph #s 

  

23 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 141    (missing 139, 140) 

  

24 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147 

  

25 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153a 

  

26 153b, 154a, 154b, 155a, 155b, 156a 

  

27 156b, 157a, 157b, 158, 159, 160 

  

28 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166 

  

29 167, 168, 169, 170a, 170b, 171a 

  

30 171b, 172a, 172b, 173a, 173b, 174 

  

31 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180 

  

32 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186 

  

33 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192 

  

34 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198 

  

35 199, 200 

  

36 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206 

  

37 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212 

  

38 213, 214, 215,       316, 317, 318    (missing 216-315) 

  

39 319, 320, 321, 322, 323, 324 

  

40 325, 326, 327, 328, 329, 330 

  

41 331, 332, 333, 334, 335, 336 

  

42 337, 338, 339, 340, 341, 342 

  

43 343, 344, 345, 346, 347, 348 

  

44 349, 350, 351, 352, 353, 354 
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Aerial Photographs - 1958 

  
Fiche # Photograph #s 

  

45 355, 356, 357, 358, 360, 361     (missing 359) 

  

46 362, 363, 364, 365, 366, 367 

  

47 368, 369, 370, 371, 372, 373 

  

48 374, 375, 376, 377, 378, 381     (missing 379, 380)   

  

49 382, 383, 384, 385, 386, 387 

  

50 388, 389, 390, 391, 392, 393 

  

51 394, 395, 396, 397, 398, 399 

  

52 400, 401, 402, 403 

  

53 404, 405, 406, 407, 408, 409 

  

54 410, 411, 412, 413, 414, 415 

  

55 416, 417, 418, 419, 420, 421 

  

56 422, 423, 424, 425, 426, 427 

  

57 428, 429, 430, 431, 432, 433 

  

58 434, 435, 436, 437, 438, 439 

  

59 440, 441, 442, 443, 444, 445 

  

60 446, 447, 448, 449, 451, 452     (missing 450) 

  

61 453, 454, 455, 456, 457 

  

62 458, 459, 460, 461, 462, 463 

  

63 464, 465, 466 
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Aerial Photographs - 1964 

  
Fiche # Photograph #s 

  

1 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

  

2 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 

  

3 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21     (missing 17, 18, 19) 

  

4 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 35     (missing 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 32, 33, 34) 

  

5 37, 38, 43, 44, 45, 46     (missing 36, 39, 40, 41, 42) 

  

6 51, 52, 53, 54, 59, 60     (missing 47, 48, 49, 50, 55, 56, 57, 58) 

  

7 61, 62, 66, 67, 68, 69     (missing 63, 64, 65) 

  

8 70, 71, 75, 76, 77, 78     (missing 72, 73, 74) 

  

9 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84 

  

10 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90 

  

11 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96 

  

12 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 

  

13 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108 

  

14 109, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115     (missing 110) 

  

15 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121 

  

16 122, 123, 124, 126, 127, 128     (missing 125) 

  

17 129, 130, 131, 132 

  

18 135, 136, 138, 139, 140, 141     (missing 133, 134, 137) 

  

19 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147 

  

20 148, 149, 151, 152, 153, 154     (missing 150) 

  

21 155, 156, 158, 159, 161, 162     (missing 157, 160) 

  

22 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168 
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Aerial Photographs - 1964 

  
Fiche # Photograph #s 

  

23 169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 174 

  

24 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180 

  

25 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186 

  

26 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192 

  

27 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198 

  

28 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 204 

  

29 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 211     (missing 210) 

  

30 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217 

  

31 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223 

  

32 224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 229 

  

33 230, 231, 232 

 

 


