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Parks & Recreation County-wide Master Plan

 Gives guidance and focus for long-range planning 
 Total acreage and distribution of park land
 Identifies the need for and distribution of parks
 Regional trails and local trail connections
 Open space acquisition and management
 Recreation centers, swimming pools, ice sheets, etc.
 Park amenities like tennis, baseball, volleyball etc.
 Sports  and recreational programming

 Includes park and facility inventories
 Examines trends and forecasts needs
 Establishes park and recreation standards and needs
 Generally has a shelf life of +/- ten years
 Last updated and adopted by Mayor and County Council in 

September 2015. 
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How Do We Understand Publics' 
Needs for Parks & Recreation 

Services? 

Data Gathering

Inventory Existing 
Parks
Establish Standards
Study Demographics
Needs Assessment

Public Involvement

Public Planning Area 
Meetings I
City/County Planners
Planning Area 
Meetings II
Elected Officials

Analysis

Statistical Needs
Research Trends
Geospatial Analysis

County Wide
Master Plan

Determines park 
and recreation 
standards and 

needs
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Always Seeking Input, Always Listening
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 Constant Feedback from public
 Face to face meetings
 Email
 Social Media, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
 Phone calls

 Meet with elected officials from municipalities
 Share Needs Assessment Data
 Discuss special requests

 Meet with internal County organizations; Planning, 
Zoning, Public Works, Aging Services, Animal 
Services, etc. 



Demographics
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2010 Planning Area Demographics
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2019 Planning Area Demographics
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Southwest Planning Area Demographics

Census 
2010

2030 2050 20 Yr. % 
Change

Salt Lake 
County 1,580,452 2,006,915 2,340,965 27.0%

Unincorporated 
SLCO 146,209 223,295 372,568 52.7%

Bluffdale City 7,598 16,777 22,098 120.8%

Herriman City 21,785 38,458 64,898 76.5%

Riverton City 38,753 50,150 61,974 29.4%

South Jordan 
City 50,418 74,258 110,083 47.2%

Totals 118,554 179,643 259,050 51.5%
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S U M M A R Y  F R O M  

County Wide Needs Assessment

What County 
Residents Say...
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County-wide
Needs 
Assessment 
Survey 
Completed 
in 2010 with 
Utah State 
University.
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Recreation Centers overlaid 
with subdivisions with 3 
mile service radius. 
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Recreation Centers overlaid 
with regional parks with 3 
mile service radius. 
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Class One Regional Parks 
with 3 mile service radius. 
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Indoor Swimming Pools 
with 3 mile service radius. 
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Outdoor Swimming Pool 
with 3 mile service radius. 
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Golf Courses with 3 mile 
service radius. 
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Ice Centers with 3 mile 
service radius. 
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Estimated drive time to 
Recreation Centers at 
6:00 pm. 
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Estimated drive time to 
Outdoor Swimming 
Pools at 6:00 pm. 
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Estimated drive time to 
Ice Centers at 6:00 pm. 



Development Standards

How many acres should we have...
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NRPA Park Metrics vs. County Standards
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We constantly 
examine our 
inventory 
against 
national 
standards and 
monitor 
trends.
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We constantly 
examine our 
inventory 
against 
national 
standards and 
monitor 
trends.



Development 
Standards 
Overview
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NRPA states on average 
10.1 acres of park land 
per 1,000 residents.

Salt Lake County 
standard adopted in 
2015 
5 acres per 1,000 
residents.

Even at that lower 
quartile we are still 
behind 902 acres and 
estimate to be over 2400 
acres behind national 
average by 2030. 



County-wide Summary
Park Acreage Needs

2014
Population

2014 Needs
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

1,069,779 5,349 4,447 (902)

2030
Population

2030 Needs 
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

1,376,540 6,883 4,447 (2,436)

Standard: 5 acres per 1,000 people
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East Planning Area
Park Acreage Needs

2014
Population

2014 Needs
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

225,072 1,125 738 (387)

2030
Population

2030 Needs 
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

287,413 1,437 738 (699)

Standard: 5 acres per 1,000 people
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North Planning Area
Park Acreage Needs

2014
Population

2014 Needs
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

192,767 964 837 (126)

2030
Population

2030 Needs 
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

235,556 1,178 837 (340)

Standard: 5 acres per 1,000 people
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Southeast Planning Area
Park Acreage Needs

2014
Population

2014 Needs
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

147,372 737 775 38

2030
Population

2030 Needs 
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

177,697 888 775 (113)

Standard: 5 acres per 1,000 people
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Southwest Planning Area
Park Acreage Needs

2014
Population

2014 Needs
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

135,568 678 859 181

2030
Population

2030 Needs 
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

228,443 1,142 859 (283)

Standard: 5 acres per 1,000 people
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West Planning Area
Park Acreage Needs

2014
Population

2014 Needs
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

369,000 1,845 1,238 (607)

2030
Population

2030 Needs 
5a.c./1,000

2014 Acres Excess/ 
(Shortfall)

442,510 2,213 1,238 (974)

Standard: 5 acres per 1,000 people
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Park Inventory

What do we have now...
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Park & Amenity Inventory
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SOUTHWEST
Planning Area

2014 Population 

of 135,568

Quantity SLCo + 
Cities

Current 
Distribution 1 per

Draft 2014 
Standard Meets Standard

Recreation Centers 3 45,189 75,000 yes

Indoor Swimming Pool 2 67,784 100,000 yes

Outdoor Pools & 
Splashpads 9 15,063 100,000 yes

Golf 3 45,189 75,000 yes

Ice Rinks 0 135,568 200,000 NO

Multipurpose Sports 
Fields 40 3,389 5,000 yes

Baseball Diamonds 18 7,532 10,000 yes

Softball Diamonds 12 11,297 15,000 yes

Tennis Courts 18 7,532 5,000 NO

Basketball Courts 23 5,894 7,000 yes

Skate Parks 3 45,189 50,000 yes

Volleyball Courts 18 7,532 15,000 yes

Off-Leash Dog Parks 0 135,568 50,000 NO

Disc Golf Courses 0 135,568 100,000 NO

Pickleball 4 33,892 10,000 NO

38



SOUTHWEST - What we’ve heard

 From public meetings:
 Multipurpose Fields
 Trails
 Pickle Ball
 Disc Golf
 Water Sports Facility on 

Jordan River

 From Agency meetings:
 Trails - East/West Priority
 Multipurpose Fields
 Ice Sheet
 S.J. Mystic Springs Nature 

Center
 Adaptive Rec. County 

Leads out
 Dog Parks
 Outdoor Pool
 Baseball/Softball Complex
 Narrows Class 2 park
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Future Focus for Southwest Planning Area
40

 More trails
 Improve Existing Trails
 Develop Existing Park Land
 Build Multipurpose Fields
 Need an ice sheet in Southwest area
 More indoor pools



Questions?

www.recreation.slco.org
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